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Privacy Notice — Scientific Research

This privacy notices describes how we process your personal data in compliance with data pro-
tection legislation. In data protection legislation, the term “data subject” refers to the person
whose personal data are processed. In this privacy notice, we refer to data subject as “you” and
controller as “we”.

This privacy notice may be updated or edited if necessary. You will be notified of any significant
changes as mandated by data protection legislation.

This privacy notice came into force on 02.03.2026

1. Controller

The controller of the research project is:

Tampere University Foundation sr. (Tampere University)
Business ID: 2844561-8
Kalevantie 4 FI-33100 Tampere, Finland

The research project will be conducted by salaried employees of Tampere University Founda-
tion (Tampere University).

The contact person for questions about data processing is Jaakko Peltonen, Professor, who can
be reached at jaakko.peltonen@tuni.fi, +358503187116 To call Tampere University’s switch-
board, dial +358 (0) 294 52 11.

If you have general questions about data protection at Tampere University, please email our
Data Protection Officer at dpo@tuni.fi.

2. Scope and purpose of data processing

Name of the research project: Al and videogames. Analysis of players’ reception
This is a one-time research project that will last until 31.12.2027

We will process your personal data as part of a research project. The purpose of processing
your personal data is to conduct the research project specified above.

The research project explores users comments on Reddit platform related to game studies. Dur-
ing this research project, personal data will be processed by Martin Moritz, doctoral researcher,
martin.moritz@tuni.fi and Jaakko Peltonen . We will collect comments publicly available on
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Reddit and investigate them with machine learning methods. The data will be stored and pro-
cessed on devices provided by Tampere University. Sometimes we will use also use CSC com-
puting platform for heavy computational tasks. CSC- IT Center for Science is a company owned

by the state of Finland and Finnish higher education institutions, and their services are securely
accessible with university credentials.

The data are collected through Reddit’s official API and its Python wrapper PRAW, which re-
quires the creation of a Reddit account, a client ID and a client secret, both obtained after re-
questing them from Reddit as described on the page https://qgithub.com/reddit-
archive/reddit/wiki/OAuth2-Quick-Start-Example#first-steps.

During our research, following Reddit’s responsible policy (https://support.reddithelp.com/hc/en-
us/articles/42728983564564-Responsible-Builder-Policy), we will not retain copies of data be-

yond what is strictly necessary, will use the most recent data export for our findings.
We are not going to publish any machine learning model we will train for our research, and we
will not derive sensitive characteristics about Reddit’s users.

The principal investigator (lead researcher) is responsible for overseeing the research project.
The research group may also be assigned to serve as the principal investigator, with its mem-
bers participating in conducting the research project.

The research findings, reported in aggregate form so that individual research participants can-
not be identified, are intended to the published in relevant scientific journals.

3. Lawful basis for processing personal data

The lawful basis for processing your personal data is:

[1 consent (of the data subject)

L] controller’s legal obligation

L1 protection of vital interests

a task carried out in the public interest or the exercise of official authority
scientific or historical research or compilation of statistics
[J archiving of research and cultural heritage material

L] legitimate interests of the controller or a third party

In case special categories of personal data (such as health data or criminal offence data) will be
processed, the lawful basis for processing is:

Uexplicit consent (of the data subject)
U protecting vital interests when the data subject is physically or legally incapable of giving con-
sent.

[establishing, exercising or defending legal claims
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Uscientific or historical research in the public interest or conduct of statistics
Cpublic interest in the area of public health based on national legislation’
Ulother lawful basis that complies with data protection legislation and is specified in national

legislation:

For medical research, Section 6, Paragraph 2 of the Finnish Data Protection Act (1050/2018)
will apply.

4. Sources and types of personal data

Depending on the circumstances, we may collect personal data either directly from you or from
other sources. We will collect data from:

[lyou as the data subject

Xthe following regular data sources: The discussion platform Reddit (https://www.reddit.com/)

We will process the following types of personal data:

General personal data: Reddit usernames and URLs of their avatars (both are publicly avail-
able on Reddit)

1 Special category data (sensitive personal data):

Uhealth data:

Uracial or ethnic origin

[political opinions or religious/philosophical beliefs
[Itrade union membership

[Isexual behaviour or orientation

[Igenetic data

[Ibiometric data for unique identification

Cleriminal convictions or offences

OTechnical data:

X Other data: Comments posted on Reddit, upvotes and timestamps of the comments (publicly
available)

" This refers to processing that is conducted to ensure the reliability of research, the safety of research participants, or compliance
with statutory notification, reporting or archiving obligations.
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We will process data on the following cateqgories of data subjects:

Llemployees [students [lresearch participants [lresearch staff Xlothers, please specify:

Reddit users

5. Transfer and disclosure of personal data

Under certain circumstances, your personal data may be transferred to a third country or an
international organisation located outside the European Union (EU) or the European Economic
Area (EEA). During such transfers, personal data will be appropriately protected by employing
suitable transfer mechanisms (such as standard contractual clauses) and technical measures.

X Your personal data will not be transferred outside the EU/EEA.

[ Your personal data will be transferred outside the EU/EEA as follows:

Your personal data will not be regularly disclosed to other controllers.
1 Your personal data may be disclosed to other controllers under data protection legislation as

follows:

In some cases, your personal data may be processed by data processors with whom we have
signed appropriate data processing agreements. In our case the data will not be processed by
third party data processors.

6. Protecting personal data

Your personal data will be protected using appropriate technical and organisational measures.
We will protect your data through technical measures, including antivirus software, firewalls and
regular software updates. Users who can access personal data are required to log in with a
username and password or, in some cases, with multi-factor authentication.

We will also protect your data through organisational measures. Our staff are obligated to main-
tain confidentiality, and access to data is restricted. If necessary, we will implement additional
safeguards to protect data, such as separate storage locations.

Any physical documents will be safeguarded by storing them in locked facilities.
Material will be:

collected with direct identifiers

[ collected without direct identifiers

[Ipseudonymised after collection

Xstored with personally identifiable information, which is necessary for the following reasons:
The identifier are pseudonyms used on discussion forums, they do not directly enable to find the
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real identity of the users. Storing the pseudonyms is necessary in order to enable verification of
data quality by comparing gathered data to original posts. Original identifiers are used as part of
a stage of clustering users by their posts, and a stage of clustering discussion branches by their
contributing users, and a stage of manual inspection of posts in their conversation context.
However, performed analyses do not analyze contents of identifiers and results of discussion
analyses are published at an aggregate level that does not connect results to individual posts or
identifiers. Where quotes from individual posts are given as examples in a publication, user
identifiers will not be shown and quote texts will be anonymized by rewriting them.

During this research project, your data will also be protected through the following measures:
This information is stored on encrypted disks protected by passwords and two-factor authentica-
tion. Those data cannot be read by unauthorised persons.

7. Retention period for personal data

We will retain your personal data for only as long as necessary, as determined on a case-by-
case basis. The retention period also depends on the requirements set out in data protection
legislation. We will adhere to our Data Management Plan and all applicable legislation when

determining the retention period of personal data.

Your personal data will be retained as follows: The data will be used for scientific publication
and are needed until this publication. We will keep them for 2 years after the publication.

After the research project has been completed, the research records containing personal data
will be:

[destroyed in their entirety
anonymised and archived without personally identifiable information.

[Jarchived with personally identifiable information.

8. Profiling and automated decision-making

We will not use your personal data for profiling or automated decision-making.

9. Data subjects' rights and how to exercise them

Data protection legislation affords certain rights to data subjects, depending on the lawful basis
for processing their personal data. Under certain circumstances, your rights may be restricted,
for example, due to our legal obligations or if personal data are processed for scientific re-
search, statistical or archiving purposes. If your rights have been restricted, we will implement
appropriate and necessary technical and organisational measures to protect your privacy. As a
data subject, you have the following rights which you can exercise by sending us a request.
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Right of access

You have the right to request confirmation of whether the we hold your personal data and to
receive a copy of the data we hold.

Right to rectification

You have the right to request that any incorrect or incomplete personal data we hold about be
revised or supplemented. You can also request to have any unnecessary personal data erased
from our records.

Right to erasure

You have the right to request the erasure of your personal data from our records (“right to be
forgotten”) under certain circumstances.

Right to restrict processing

You may have the right to restrict the processing of your personal data in certain cases defined
by law. For example, this right may apply if you believe the personal data we hold about you is
incorrect or that your data are being processed in violation of data protection legislation, or if
you have opposed the processing of your data.

Right to object

In certain circumstances, you have the right to object to the processing of personal data on
grounds relating to your particular situation.

Right to data portability

Under certain circumstances, you have the right to request that the personal data you have pro-
vided be transferred to another system.

Right not to be subject to automated decision-making

You have the right not to be subject to decisions based solely on automated processing (such
as profiling) that produce legal effects concerning you or otherwise similarly and significantly
affect you. However, there are exceptions to this prohibition.

Withdrawing consent

If your personal data is being processed based on your consent, you have the right to withdraw
your consent at any time.

Right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority
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You have the right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority (Data Protection Ombuds-
man), if you believe that the processing of your personal data violates data protection legisla-
tion.

Office of the Data Protection Ombudsman

Street address: Lintulahdenkuja 4, FI-00530 Helsinki, Finland
Postal address: PO Box 800, FI-00531 Helsinki, Finland
Switchboard: +358 29 56 66700

Fax: +358 29 56 66735

Email address: tietosuoja@om.fi
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